
How Did I Become Concerned?
After learning how dysfunctional Canada’s present 
electoral system is in 2005, it concerned me. I served on 
the 2005 Elections Canada Special Committee of eighteen 
returning officers (ROs) formed to determine funding for 
proposals to increase voter turnout at elections.  
At the first meeting, directly following introductions, one 
committee member stood and angrily said: “What the hell 
are we looking at this stuff for?  Why aren’t we looking at 
our electoral system?”
That shocked me when I thought about the peacefulness 
in Canada, and the candidate with the most votes is 
elected to the seat, and the most seats wins Government.  
Immediately an Elections Canada official stood and said, 
“That is a political statement.  Cannot even be recorded 
here, let alone discussed”. 
Understandably, ROs are not to be political.   RO’s 
election experience and knowledge though, seems very 
valuable during consideration of electoral system change.  
However, it was not in official meetings that I learned 
about electoral systems.  It was in after-meetings that I 
learned about electoral systems.  New Zealand (NZ) stuck 
out for me, because their British history was similar to 
Canada’s.  NZ changed its voting system to Mixed-
Member-Proportional in 1996.



I learned that almost all votes can be represented in a 
Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) system.  I liked that 
inclusiveness and empowerment of MMP.  Under 
Canada’s present First Past the Post (FPTP), only the 
votes for the winning candidates are represented.  I no 
longer felt comfortable being a returning officer under 
FPTP, so I sent in my resignation.  
My resignation as RO was not accepted until I validated 
the 2006 Yukon riding’s election results.  Since then, I 
have been on a quest for a better electoral system and 
trying to raise awareness of the need for electoral system 
change.
I am not aware of a simpler, more effective transitional 
electoral system for system change and that has a higher 
degree of readiness for voters than you can see in the 
PRP2 ballot shown.  Are you?  I am certainly interested in 
finding one if it exists.
At this time, it appears that Yukon is not going to lead in 
change to proportional representation.  For future more 
truly representative, empowering and engaging 
democracy, do you think that Canada can lead?  
Implementation of this PRP2 system can greatly increase 
stability of minority governments and working together 
governance. 
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